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ABSTRACT: The practice of tithing in the Catholic Church goes back centuries of tradition and is 
based on biblical principles. Tithing consists of donating a tenth of the income of the faithful to 
support church activities, support religious ministers and promote works of charity. Tithing is not 
restricted to a financial issue, but involves spiritual and community values that are fundamental to 
living the Christian faith, such as sharing inspired by the example of Christ. The practice of tithing 
is seen as a form of active participation by the faithful in the mission of the church and in the 
construction of the Kingdom of God on Earth, according to the teachings of the Catholic Church. 
This article presents an experience report on the implementation of tithing pastoral care in a 
Catholic community, showing how this pastoral care leads to the formation of the faithful's 
awareness of the spiritual dimension of tithing to finance evangelization. 
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Implantação da pastoral do dízimo em uma paróquia da igreja católica  
 
 
RESUMO: A prática do dízimo na Igreja Católica remonta a séculos de tradição e está 
fundamentada em princípios bíblicos. O dízimo consiste na doação de uma décima parte dos 
rendimentos dos fiéis para apoiar as atividades da igreja, sustentar os ministros religiosos e 
promover obras de caridade. O dízimo não se restringe a uma questão financeira, mas envolve 
valores espirituais e comunitários fundamentais para a vivência da fé cristã, como a partilha 
inspirada pelo exemplo de Cristo. A prática do dízimo é vista como uma forma de participação ativa 
dos fiéis na missão da igreja e na construção do Reino de Deus na Terra, segundo os ensinamentos 
da Igreja Católica. Este artigo traz um relato de experiência sobre a implantação da pastoral do 
dízimo em uma comunidade católica, mostrando como esta pastoral leva à formação da 
consciência dos fiéis sobre a dimensão espiritual do dízimo para financiamento da evangelização. 
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Introduction 

The practice of tithing in the Catholic Church goes back centuries of tradition and is grounded in 
biblical principles. The tithe, which in its root meaning consists of donating one-tenth of one’s income, 
aims to support the activities of the Church, sustain its religious ministers, and promote works of charity 
and social assistance. This financial contribution from the faithful is seen as an act of faith, gratitude, and 
solidarity, essential for the functioning and development of the Catholic community. Tithing is considered 
a form of active participation of the faithful in the Church’s mission and in the construction of the Kingdom 
of God on Earth. 

Throughout the history of the Catholic Church, the way in which this precept has been understood 
by the faithful has changed, from the early Church up to modern times. 

The great challenge for communities is to create in the faithful a consciousness of the importance 
of tithing for the continuity of evangelization in the Church, and to deconstruct some practices that 
emerged due to certain regional cultures, which distorted the meaning of tithing by associating it with 
secular social customs. 

The purpose of this article is to present the method used for implementing a tithing ministry in a 
parish, based on the guidelines of CNBB document No. 106 (The Tithe in the Community of Faith), and on 
the study of practices used in other parishes, adapting them to the local reality. 

 

History of Tithing in the Church 

Tithing in the Catholic Church has ancient roots, as its main foundation is found in Sacred Scripture, 
which must be read in communion with Tradition and the Magisterium of the Church. Tithing was a Jewish 
practice in which the faithful donated one-tenth of their income for the support of the priests and Levites, 
as described in the Old Testament. 

The Israelites were the first people to believe in one God, ruler of the universe, and they believed 
that everything in life was the fruit of His will. It became part of their way of life to thank God for the gift 
of life by offering back to Him what they had received. They returned the graces and gifts received from 
God by offering Him one-tenth of their goods. Tithing is, therefore, one of the oldest forms of expressing 
human gratitude to God. Christians inherited this form of homage to the Creator from the Jewish people. 

In the Old Testament, the practice of tithing can be seen when people recognized God’s help in all 
they produced and offered one-tenth of their harvests or newborn animals to the priests in the temples. 
We can cite among many passages: “Abraham gave the Lord a tenth of everything” (Gen 14:20). Jacob 
said: “I will surely give you a tenth of all that you give me” (Gen 28:22). In Malachi, God calls the people to 
fulfill the tithe as a sign of trust in the graces that only He can provide: 

Can a man deceive his God? Yet you are trying to deceive me. And still you ask: In what have we deceived 
you? In the payment of tithes and offerings. You are under a curse, you, the whole nation, because you are 
trying to deceive me. Bring the full tithe to the treasury of the temple so that there may be food in my 
house. Put me to the testsays the Lord of hostsand see if I will not open the floodgates of heaven and pour 
out blessings upon you beyond measure. (Mal 3:8–10) 

The Israelites brought their offerings in a basket (esportula), which was placed on the altar, and 
there they prostrated themselves before God (Deut 26:2–12). This passage demonstrates the ritual 
practiced for the offering among ancient peoples, characterizing the religious meaning of this donation. 

In the New Testament, Jesus does not place much emphasis on the practice of tithing, but He did 
not wish to abolish it; on the contrary: “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; 
I have not come to abolish them, but to bring them to fulfillment.” (Mt 5:17). 

In the prophetic tradition, Jesus opposes the behavior of the Pharisees and scribes because they 
were concerned with giving the tithe of mint, dill, and cumin, but neglected justice, mercy, and faith: “Woe 
to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You pay tithes of mint, dill, and cumin, but you neglect the 
weightier matters of the Law: justice, mercy, and faithfulness.” (Mt 23:23).  
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According to Rubine and Kansler (2015, p. 20), Jesus brings a new reinterpretation of Jewish 
practices: 

Reflection on the tithe points, from its beginnings, to certain reinterpretations that must be made so that 
the practices do not become formal and oppressive rituals. We can perceive that Jesus made a respectable 
reinterpretation of Jewish practices in relation to tithing, establishing a true crisis regarding the formalism 
and the “distortion” of spontaneous offerings. At the same time, He detected a true oppression that the 
Temple authorities imposed on the faithful. 

We can identify in Matthew’s text that Jesus criticizes the religious leaders of the time for fulfilling 
the law of tithing without considering its essence, which should be charity. However, the final sentence of 
this passage indicates that tithing is important: “These you should have practiced, without neglecting the 
others.” (Mt 23:23). 

In the writings of Saint Luke, we can identify that in the organization of the mission of proclaiming 
the Good News of the Kingdom of God, carried out by Jesus and his apostles, they were supported by the 
faithful who had benefited from cures, miracles, and who embraced the proclamation: 

Afterwards, Jesus traveled from city to city and village to village proclaiming the Good News of the Kingdom 
of God. The Twelve were with him, as well as some women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities: 
Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out; Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod’s 
steward; Susanna; and many others who provided for them out of their resources. (Lk 8:1–3). 

The missionary journeys had their costsfood, lodging, and even alms for the needy. Thus, in Luke’s 
text we see that evangelization depended on the financial help of those who had benefitted from God’s 
love through the preaching of Jesus and his apostles. 

In the Acts of the Apostles, written by Saint Luke, we see that the consequence of the proclamation 
of the Good News led the first converts to Christianity to give all their goods to the apostles, who were 
responsible for organizing the Church and the Christian communities: 

With great courage, the apostles bore witness to the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace rested 
upon them all. There was not a needy person among them, for those who owned land or houses sold them 
and brought the proceeds of what they had sold and laid it at the feet of the apostles. It was distributed to 
each according to his need. (Acts 4:33–35) 

In the letters of the Apostle Paul, we can identify this concern of the communities to help 
evangelization, contributing to meet the needs of the evangelists of the time: 

Did I commit a sin by humbling myself so that you might be exalted, because I preached the Gospel of God to 
you free of charge? I robbed other churches by accepting support from them in order to serve you. And when 
I was with you and in need, I was not a burden to anyone, for the brothers who came from Macedonia 
supplied my needs. In everything I kept myself from being a burden to you, and I will continue to do so. (2 
Cor 11:7–9). 

The Apostle Paul made three major missionary journeys and always emphasized his concern to 
support the mission with his own work. But the dynamics and difficulties encountered along the way led 
him to rely on the help of the brothers, who promptly came to meet his needs so that the proclamation of 
the Good News could advance. 

In the Catholic Church, the practice of tithing was established over the centuries in order to finance 
the activities of the Church, support ministers, and promote charity. Tithing is considered an act of faith 
and generosity, a concrete way of expressing gratitude to God and contributing to the evangelizing mission 
of the Church. 

According to Isaac Malheiros (2016), the early pre-Nicene Churchthat is, from the post-apostolic 
period (100 A.D.) until the Council of Nicaea (325 A.D.)continued the practice of tithing to support the 
structure necessary for evangelization: 
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As the Church grew and organized itself, the need arose for a system of financial maintenance for its 
ministers. The pre-Nicene documents clearly show the need to use the tithing system to support bishops, 
presbyters, and deacons only in the second half of the third century, clearly with the Constitutions and with 
Cyprian, and probably with the Didascalia. (Malheiros, 2016, p. 97) 

In addition to being a source of material support for the ecclesial community, tithing is also seen 
as a gesture of sharing and solidarity, uniting the faithful around a common purpose of mutual support 
and assistance to the most needy. Thus, tithing in the Catholic Church is not restricted merely to a financial 
matter, but also involves spiritual and communal values fundamental to the living of the Christian faith, 
according to the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC): 

From the beginning, Christians bring, with the bread and wine for the Eucharist, their gifts to be shared with 
those in need. This practice of collection, always current, is inspired by the example of Christ who became 
poor to make us rich. (CCC 1351). 

In the Catechism, the Church established five obligations that every Catholic must fulfill: 

The precepts of the Church are set in this context of a moral life nourished by liturgy. The obligatory nature 
of these positive laws, decreed by the pastoral authorities, aims to guarantee the faithful the minimum 
necessary in the spirit of prayer and moral effort, in the growth of the love of God and neighbor. (CCC 2041) 

It is noted that the Catechism says this is the “minimum necessary” for the spiritual growth of the 
faithful. The Church knows that, like a Mother, she has children of all kinds and conditions; therefore, she 
wisely sets only the minimum necessary, leaving each person to decide, according to their circumstances, 
how much to give. 

The fifth precept established by the Church guides the faithful regarding the practice of tithing: “To 
help provide for the needs of the Church.” This precept reminds the faithful that they must meet the 
material needs of the Church, each according to his own possibilities, as stated in the Code of Canon Law 
(CIC), canon 222. It is not mandatory that the tithe be 10% of one’s salary; neither the Catechism nor the 
Code of Canon Law imposes this percentage, but leaves open the possibility for the faithful to contribute 
more if they wish. What is important, as Saint Paul said, is to give joyfully, for God loves a cheerful giver 
(cf. 2 Cor 9:7). 

The CNBB National Conference of Bishops of Brazil wrote document No. 106, “The Tithe in the 
Community of Faith: Guidelines and Proposals,” precisely to provide guidance to the Church in Brazil 
regarding the treatment of tithing within communities. 

Due to the growth of Protestant churches, the practice of tithing has been distorted with a 
prosperity theology, where the contribution is used with promises of personal financial return, and this 
idea eventually contaminated the Catholic environment. 

For Romildo Ribeiro Soares (1985), founder of the International Church of God’s Grace and a major 
Protestant speaker, when the faithful invest their finances in the work of the Creator, they undoubtedly 
become blessed:.  

“For the faithful Christian, tithing is a way to test God using money. Examples abound of believers who lived 
dull and lifeless lives, but when they opened their hearts to the truth of tithing, the doors to a life of faith 
and prosperity in the Lord opened to them.” (Soares, 1985, p. 110). 

Edir Macedo (2000), founder of the Universal Church of the Kingdom of God and owner of the 
Record television network, has a view that prosperity is directly related to the notion of inheritance being 
co-heirs with Jesus through faith which will enable the believer, in this life, to be owner of all things: 

Being a Christian is being a child of God and co-heir of Jesus; the owner, by inheritance, of all things on the 
face of the earth; proprietor of the entire Universe. This is not arrogance nor utopia; on the contrary, it is 
taking the position that God wants us to take, living in the real condition of a child of God, manifesting His 
glory and splendor. You […] are heir to all things and your life must reflect the glory of your Father. Do not 
settle for misery or poverty. Stand up right now and take your rightful place. (Macedo, 2000, p. 13). 
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Thus, the CNBB formed a commission, and through document, No. 106 seeks to restore the 
Catholic community’s awareness of the true meaning of the contribution of tithing, which since the 
beginning of the early Church has had as its objective the financing of evangelizationthat is, the 
proclamation of the Good News of the Kingdom of God. 

 

Implementation of the Tithing Ministry in the Parish 

The Parish of Our Lady of Grace is located in the city of Portão and is part of the Diocese of 
Montenegro. Since 2020, its parish priest has been Father Eduardo Botega. 

In the year 2020, more specifically in March, Brazil faced the consequences of the COVID-19 
pandemic, and the impact reached all sectors of society, including the churches. 

With the impossibility of gathering people in person, thus reducing the commitments of our parish, 
Father Botega invited me to help plan the implementation of the tithing ministry in the parish. 

The tithing ministry had never been properly structured in the parish. There had been some 
attempts to implement it, but they were not well organized, and as a result, the movement would start 
and end within a short time. 

Our parish is composed of 13 communities, and for many years all financial matters and the 
administration of the funds collected from offerings, festivities, cemetery annual fees, and fundraising 
events (raffles, barbecues, teas…) were centralized in the pastor, who managed and distributed finances 
according to the demands of each community. 

With the arrival of the pandemic, the communities became unable to hold fundraising events, 
which significantly reduced the parish’s income and harmed the maintenance of the fixed costs of the 
administration. 

The first step in implementing the tithing ministry was to study the practices used in other dioceses, 
searching for didactic material on the internet. One of the main references used for the implementation 
was CNBB document No. 106. “The process of implementing the tithe deepens the understanding of faith, 
the awareness of belonging to a particular Church, and reinforces the Pastoral as a whole.” (CNBB, 2016, 
p. 27) 

The document describes the tithing ministry as an ecclesial action with the purpose of motivating, 
planning, organizing, and carrying out initiatives to accompany members of the community. It is 
fundamental for the pastoral as a whole, which is the unity of all parish ministries and movements.. 

 

Structure of the Ministry 

The pastoral ministry was organized as follows: 

 Coordinator of the Tithing Ministry: Responsible for organizing and training the ministry agents, 
promoting integration with all the parish ministries and movements, and reporting directly to the 
pastor. 

 Tithing Coordinators of the Communities: Each community has its own coordinator to maintain 
close contact with the local members, helping implement the ministry’s actions. 

 Tithing Messengers: Volunteers who deliver tithing envelopes to the homes of parishioners, 
maintaining close contact with them and serving as a link between the faithful and the Church. They 
are essential for the ministry’s growth. 

 Tithing Preachers: Individuals trained in the doctrine of tithing in the Church, capable of training 
other faithful and preaching during meetings and tithing Masses. 

 

Implementation Methodology 

A general meeting with all parish ministries and movements (pastoral as a whole) was held to 
present the Tithing Ministry, aiming to provide a theoretical foundation and present the implementation 
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methodology. 

One of the great challenges was to deconstruct certain concepts people had about tithing. One of 
the training slides was specifically designed to highlight what tithing is not. 

 

Image 1 – Training slide: what tithing is not 

 

 

The planning of the ministry was guided by four core concepts, from which the pastoral actions 
emerged, all of them grounded in these guiding principles. 

 

Image 2 – Foundation: 4 Concepts 

 

The concepts were subdivided into actions for the implementation, with each one being addressed 
individually, demonstrating the role of each pastoral agent in achieving the objective. 
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Experience with God - The main objective of the ministry is precisely evangelization; therefore, the 
experience with God is the ultimate goal. The faithful will only develop a sense of commitment and 
awareness regarding their contribution once they have lived this experience.. 

The topics for this concept, developed during the training sessions, are listed below: 

 Evangelization – This is the goal toward which all actions are directed, because people need to know 
the Gospel of Christ. 

 Mission – We must leave the four walls and go out to meet our brothers and sisters, responding to 
Pope Francis’s call for a “Church that goes forth.” 

 Religious, missionary, ecclesial, and charitable dimensions – The contribution of the tithe is not 
linked solely to material matters but also to the spiritual dimension. 

 Biblical foundation – Showing that tithing is rooted in Sacred Scripture and has been practiced since 
the beginning of God’s people. 

 Giving meaning to tithing – We must demonstrate to the faithful that tithing should be part of our 
life of faith, as its practice strengthens the sense of belonging within the community. 

 A moment distinct from the offering – Offerings are a separate practice from tithing, since they do 
not need to be as constant as the tithe. 

 Prayer for tithing members – Highlighting the importance of attending to the needs of tithers, who 
expect a spiritual response; therefore, we must provide moments of prayer for them. 

 Testimonies of tithers – Encouraging tithers to share their experiences with contributing to the tithe 
and its role in evangelization 

Commitment to the Church – From their experience with God, the faithful should deepen their 
commitment to their community, and for this to happen, pastoral agents must be engaged in welcoming 
tithers and maintaining unified communication about the ministry. This was addressed in the following 
ways: 

 Welcoming the tithers – Tithers should feel welcomed within the communities; pastoral agents must 
show attentiveness to them, fostering an environment of fraternity. 

 A theme for the parish – To guide the work based on a shared intention, allowing people to associate 
the tithing ministry with a meaningful and impactful phrase. 

 Developing communication and marketing – The use of social media with the aim of forming the 
faithful and promoting the work carried out through the contributions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



     8  Carlos Irani de Oliveira Souza e Davi Dagostim Minatto 

REVISTA CIPPUS – UNILASALLE Canoas/RS ISSN: 2238-9032 v. 13 n. 2 dez./2025 

 

 

Image 3 – Used to illustrate the mission of pastoral agents toward the tithers 

  

 

Formed Awareness - The strategy to help more people develop awareness of the importance of 
tithing is planned and frequent formation, so that more faithful members may understand the topic: 

 Training of pastoral agents – So that pastoral agents have authority when explaining the importance 
of tithing, they must undergo proper formation. 

 Formation schedule – Creating a calendar to organize the training sessions and ensure better 
planning of activities. 

 Testimony of pastoral agents – It is necessary that the agents themselves give testimony of the grace 
of being tithers. 

 Pastor’s message during Mass – During celebrations, it is important that the priest reminds the 
faithful of the importance of tithing, reaching those who do not regularly participate in the 
communities, especially during the sacraments of baptism, first communion, and confirmation. 

 Work in catechesis – Conduct specific catechesis for the catechumens so that they develop 
awareness about tithing; also make use of parent formation meetings to teach the topic. 

 Involve the children – It is important that awareness of the meaning of tithing be cultivated from a 
very early age, so that they may continue the evangelization of their community. 

 

Pastoral Structure 

To better support the methodology for implementing the ministry, a study was carried out to 
create the pastoral structure. 

The mother community of the Parish of Our Lady of Graces served as the pilot project for the 
implementation of the ministry, involving some parish leaders to provide support. 

A survey was conducted of the faithful already registered in the parish system, and we subdivided 
the area using a map to determine how many agents were needed to help in this evangelization project.. 
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Image 4 – Maps showing the locations of the homes of parishioners registered in the parish system 

 

 

Based on this study, a pastoral structure was created in order to achieve the objective of 
evangelization and connection with the tithers, with the following roles: 

 Parish Coordinator of the Tithing Ministry – Responsible for organizing, guiding, training, and 
identifying parishioners who can assist in the work of evangelization. 

 Community Coordinator of the Tithing Ministry – Responsible for organizing the messengers and 
managing tither contributions within the communities. 

 Messengers – Responsible for visiting tithers, welcoming them, listening to them, identifying their 
spiritual needs, and delivering envelopes. 

 Tithing Preachers – Responsible for forming the faithful, especially in biblical foundations, so they 
may develop awareness of the importance of tithing. 

 

Financial Organization 

Financial organization is extremely important for the implementation of the tithing ministry, since 
trust and transparency regarding the use of contributions are essential. 

Envelopes were made for each community, containing the tither’s personal information and a 
prayer for the tither to be recited during the offertory at Mass. 

Each community has an envelope in a different color to better control the tithers from each area.. 

 

Image 5 – Community Envelopes 
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Previously, all revenue generated from parish events, donations, and collections held in the 
communities was centralized in a single parish account, and funds were distributed according to the 
demands that arose. 

For the implementation of the tithing ministry, a new accounting proposal was created in order to 
encourage tithing among the faithful. Below is the proposal that was presented. 

 

Image 6 – Accounting Proposal 

 

 

The Pastoral Fund is used to pay for all expenses involving the parish, such as the priest’s stipend, 
the secretary’s and housekeeper’s salaries, vehicle and rectory costs, etc. 

A calendar was planned for organizational purposes: the second weekend of each month was 
established as the date for tithing contributions, when tithers offer their envelopes during the offertory at 
Mass. 

The envelopes are collected by the community coordinators for counting, and then they are taken 
to the parish office so that the contributions can be recorded in the system. 

After being recorded, the envelopes are distributed to the messengers, who deliver them to the 
tithers’ homes so that they can make their contributions again the following month. 
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Image 7 – Pastoral Calendar 

 

 

At the end of each month, the total parish tithing contribution is published, along with the 
percentage of each community relative to the total, shown through a graph. 

 

Image 8 – Contribution Chart 

 

Result of Formed Awareness 

The developed awareness among the parish faithful regarding the importance of tithing increased 
as the actions proposed in the initial pastoral planning were implemented, along with new ideas that 
emerged along the way. 

With the dedication of the pastoral agents and the support of the parish priest, we achieved 
financial results that exceeded our expectations in such a short period. 

Below is the annual history of tithing contributions in the Parish of Our Lady of Graces. 
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Image 9 – Annual Contribution History Chart  

 

The difference observed in the year 2020 is due to the fact that the ministry began in July 2020, 
and the contribution amount recorded for 2024 only includes the period up to May. 

To confirm the increase in the average contribution since the implementation of the Tithing 
Ministry, a monthly contribution average was calculated. 

 

Image 10 – Monthly Tithing Average Chart 

 

 

Monthly updates are made for deeper analysis, especially focusing on each community, evaluating 
the progress of the work performed by the pastoral agents. 

 



     13  Carlos Irani de Oliveira Souza e Davi Dagostim Minatto 

REVISTA CIPPUS – UNILASALLE Canoas/RS ISSN: 2238-9032 v. 13 n. 2 dez./2025 

 

 

Contribution is proportional to the dedication of pastoral agents, to the spiritual support given to 
tithers, and to the formed awareness of the faithful in the community. 

 

Conclusion 

The practice of tithing in the Parish of Our Lady of Graces has been a great opportunity for 
reflection, as the amount collected through the contribution of the tithers has reaffirmed the importance 
of this commandment of the Church for the continuity of evangelization. 

The formation of pastoral agents during the implementation process of the tithing ministry was 
essential for the work to bear fruit, as they became promoters of the mission within their communities. 

Investment in the formation of catechumens must be continuous so that the work is perpetuated, 
since today’s catechumens will be the tithers of the future once they understand the meaning of tithing. 

It is very clear that the communities with the most developed pastoral worksuch as catechesis, 
liturgy, and parish movementsare the ones that have experienced the most growth in the number of 
tithers, because the faithful feel they belong to the community and have formed awareness of the 
importance of contributing to assist in the mission of proclaiming the Kingdom of God. 
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